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From t hédsokE driedra fd

Onthe Cover of this edition is t
Packard Executive Sedarma.v.i do.vbmd b
Dave joined MCP in 1979, not I on
mo d e | 120 Touring sedan. He | at e
2126 | ong -pnahseseel nbgaesre 67Cust om Super
the years, Dave has been our <club
a total of eight years. He has a
since 2010. Dave purchased his 6
from-tlionmeg member Loui e H. Baird.
-May of 1956, so its recent appea
breaking ceremony was actually h

t
Packard Exed¢Udthiive reecdan. event wil
next ediDiigeBaofi dt hAe Dol by, affect
as iDAD®é niiys, Kaurhdh some ofetime MOGPh
me mber s, is truly one of the 6Fou

we | ook up to fMCPadvikmewheédgoalk

court eochissgddadkéwaly s f ri en dHnyb oadnyd nige
every fine quality that makes MCP
Digest cover is a tribute to one

and to one of MCPO6s finestée Dave

Di rector 6 bG ooavBevatoSd

VVinter is a distant memory and

time to enjoy the Packards on the
already had them out at tBeemdah
anbenni s NbosrdsoFbmcti on in Carl et
read all Db gletsitnt adadi tihen to t han
for their hospitality, Il woul d |
Denni s akKdhrnr iGaa iawnidf et he member s of
Commi ttee for al | their work to r
take a moment to thank new membe
Gr eagnElst er PkoOropitbhing in too.

2



This is a good segue into talkirtr
Commi ttee can al ways use help not
oping new ones. Pl ease consider

email ing t he A dDtaivei t D@ tDlawDii d ARd lo-r
by @c o mc asnt .trheits. i ssue, you will al
to the Board. We have a very stro
17, but there are always coming
l unt eer s. Pl ease | ook at that a
terest.
Now | have another good segue to
unt Paul, Pebahoesl i ves i nJaNkdavnid wihteh
three children. Paul has been a t
Member ship Survey we did on Surve
background and is Chief Technol og
mobility service. Paul not only

fl ash, but to donate the cost of

cl ub. Thank vyou, Paul , for making
Paul 6s out there who can help us

ship? I f sdmapbkd®eeg/mbiEl 4-@eIEY 90 r
one of the Directors know

One of the most important event s
Packard Motor Car Foundation is ¢
ing at 8: 00 A. M. and that is Car
Grounds in Shelby Township. Wh y
are |l ots of reasons: it is one o
Packards in the area; there is a

ni ficant event to raise awareness
Foundation. There is an urgent n
directing cars to their parking p

c a
0

at most of the rs comiTomg Mint chdl
at ( 5869)2 12 4otr g tha tphé/ wewWwscaresr
f e a touftr heyss-ge& v e n t



mailto:DavidADolby@comcast.net
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mailto:dmarold@gmail.com
http://www.carsrstars.com/features-of-this-year-s-event
http://www.carsrstars.com/features-of-this-year-s-event

Uni ess you get the ebhbaog,eswhidchgihlt

the way is in color, you wil|l prc
May 27 activity-dasi dmed ADdterai tKka
(DAC) after it i's over . DiTge gdeetn dt |
your emai | address toToowrMi Keetimie & t
ppg408@gmail . com. Back to the DAC
vate club? The DAC is literally a
owes a debt of gratitude for this
another very active volunteer (yo
the flyers he designs for wus). Th.
By the time you get this, our Me
ed. Thank you for taking the tirm
sponse. So far on the email Sur v
dictions by 100% and we are over
one initiative of the Planning Co
vious issue) to help oahlarcdiurbg bfeu
In the next issue, I owi || repor-t
I wi || give you a preview of t he
could change, [ donot think it A
Member ship Directory to be paper.
t hDei geestbe published 6 times a yea
Speaking of the DirecDiod,esytoluy wtiHh
have our -20d8 DO0X2&2ctory with emai
woul d | i ke t®omhMintaobiDatr leFceararda siMC P

Member and PAGQIigr Hainde@ytoduci ng th
'y manner .

Two things as | cl ose. Dondét fo
June2319 n South Bend, l ndi ana. |
Il i nk t o t he agenda for metmbpe:r/s/
www. packardcl ub. org/ downl oad/ 2017

Lastl vy, as | e mteisandudn é h2 § hbat &
ago was the day the | ast Packard v
t his hltitmk . / www. Rd asydhoi rsyt. oqr ayrd /K tahsid s

produced



http://www.packardclub.org/download/2017_National_Meet_Agenda.pdf
http://www.packardclub.org/download/2017_National_Meet_Agenda.pdf
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/last-packard-produced
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/last-packard-produced

Nomi nati on Noti ce: MCP-2B001a9r d of C

Bybave Marol d (Al'l of the following
Mot or City Packards, is looking for y
cording to our byl aws, half of the M

el ection every year.
Our election process for this year ad

L ¢ NBI &dz2NBNJ

L aSYOSNBKALI 5ANBOG2NJ

L ' Os@AaSa 5ANBOG2NI

L raaxadryd ' Os@ArAaSa 5ANBOG2N]

L raaradlryd 9RAG2NI

L aSRAIF 5ANBOG2N]
There is a possibility of our revi si
mont h, so the positions many change.
Board regardless of the position. Th
years of 2018 and 2019 Pl ease revi
tions and feel free to nominate yours
deadl ine of September 10, 2017, ther
position, then there wildl be an el ect
ered OPEN. Do not assume that the ir
Many would be glad to step down if w
getting more involved with your Club.
wi || be trained by experienced veter
Kevin Luedt ke, Assistant Executive
E-mai | : KTL711@mac. com
TreasurTeire Tr easur er shall be compet
financi al af fairs and follow up with
correct fAAddress on Recordo with the
recei ve, record, and deposit all fun
Treasurer wil/ pay, record, and repoi
dered by the Executive Board of Direc
sibility of check signing. The Execu
checks. The Treasurer wild/l prepare a
di sbursement s, and balance on hand th
wi || report the clubbés financi al con
Directors meetings. Approval of the r
der an annual financial report of the
shall be bonded, at the expense of th
determines this to be a wise and prud

5
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Member ship. DihreecMember ship Director
the administration of member ship dat ¢
I
|

wi || mai # tdaitre arecwop d of all current
ards and be prepared to report the ¢
tive Board of Directors meetings.

The Membership Director wildl receiyv
new member s. The Membership Director
renewall of alll me mber shi ps. The Membe
member ship dues and forward them to t
The Membership Director wild.l render
club at the Annual Meeting. The Membe
for any current member desiring one.
correspondence pertaining to membersh
The Membership Director, with the ass:s
publish a Directory of the membBefship
every other year. The Membership Dire
that have requested -nGaiulb, calnmmuMd tciaviitc
rected by the Activities Director. At
must send the mailing | abel s, for th
Club communications via US Mail, to t
This same procedure wil/| be foll owe:
directed by the Executive Board of Di
Activity, t he Member sh-mpi Di nett 6r c avt i

members as a reminder.

Activitiesl Di wettobe the duty of the
arrange suitable events for the club.
Activity Committee selected from the
couraged to insure a broad range of
events.

The Activities Director schedul es a
meetings is eligible for rei mbalriseyme
Manual

The Activities Director wildl appoint
(s) to manage an individual event . Re
the planning of the event mu s t be ap
include rei mbur sementPoflarc ynfidaenadgedt aainld
Event management includes a budget
are to be used to create a flyer. The
the assistance from a Club member app

6



Once approved by the Activities Dir
Member shi p Bnmarielctdirstfroirbuée i on and to

inclusion on the Club website. The A
distribution of the event flyer to th
After the event, theugooirdéhadiong ppi
a |list of members and their Packards,
and submiDitgedd ttt @mrt mend Medi a Director
Al l activity plans, after approval b
be published in calendar form with d
six months in advance. This informati
Edi tor for Theb |Piaccaktaarmbh Diiog etshhte Medi a
di splay on the website. A summary o
to be presented to the Board by the °
Director. The goal for t-heléWwenf bocs
even.

Assistant Act i Vint itehse [nibrseecntcoer or di sa
Director, the Assistant Activities Di
the duties of the Activities Directo
necessary functions of the Activitie
Activities Director shal/l support the
current activities and pursue speci al
Director.

AssistantnEdheomabsence or disability
Editor shall have the powers and per
become f amilnecaeswiarhy aflunctthieons of th
the Assistant Editor shal l support t
activities and pursue speci al assignn
Medi a Direther Primary Role of the Mt
the management the Motor City Packar:
ci al Fheade oo kvol vement . The responsi
ing the Clubds historical data base,
when-l o& fiTehdke. website, at a-f mi andbwm, amd
vide an easy access for prospective
into two sections:

Sectiwonll1lcontain a brief history of
general summary of future activities,
phot os, <ta@xat eancvemtory descriptions
Director, including a method to purc
member s Sectjwohh2be mesmbeneEyedl toshall
(but not be | imiteddadopr Gkubvnéewssance
vided by the Act_ivities Director.
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The Fi sher Buil di ng¢
Byave Marol d

On March 25, Mot or Cit-gutraekanit

with 51 members and friends sighni
downt own Detroit. Mo s t j oi n-ed u
priced |l unch at the Traffic Jam ¢
door to thet8lkRireolwaeret mmroe.r.eports
watches purchased.

Some members who were | ifelong C
building and were abdmlryt eAllyop eama z
signed Art Deco building, whi ch w
ferred to as fiDetroités isdrogestl odl
is finished with 40 different kin
vantage of the gener al decline in
Buil ding and adjacent Al bert Kahn
in two parking structures and thr
sold at auction for only $12. 2.

that is probably a darn good inve:
I n closing, a |ittle background
Al bert Kahn had gainea@a aewl aitml wh
struction where reinforced concre
roofs and supports. This offere:i
| arge volumes of wunobstructed int
ber s know, t he Packard Mot or Car
first. .. designed in 1903, it wa:
of this principle. There are man
and around the country designed ¢«
few of these are: the El eanor an
and The Gener al Mot ors Buil ding,

ty of Michigan were designed by K
Cl ub, where MCP members wil/l be t

Phot os on next
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Top LOepfutl:ent | obb

& main hall way ¢
an aura of grand
the beauti ful Al
designed Fisher
i ngé

= Top RMERt mem-

= bers enjoy |l unch

® versationé

Left Center: Ed
trowski, Carl oss
kiannRlaul Gall aghe

s pose for a photo

!Lower Left: Gai
Mi ke & Kathy Cor
al so enjoyed thi
rabl e MCP event.
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April Tedhf fSye svgiaoher, th

Patientsé one DOA
Bywennis Kuhn

Even though $hfuAdaiyl whend@® the

to get together for the annual Mo t
ance found much to enjoy. The Tec
Packards warmed up for the coming
however, forced most tDennries canwdrB
da Nordstbomcre place in Carlton.
Brenda! Brenda al ongGawilt HKsthlme ho
Petr awmidemni e Sahpgtdéeed and manage
cious food while members Dbrought

ning at 10 AM with coffee and pas

—_— A~~~ =~ O ¢n

the great buffet lunch spread cen
j oes. While this main event was
focused on issues of three Packar
we thought could be handled in a

This yeardés planned patients were

- Erich ®soz&z Opera coupe, need
ti bennis Nordstrom had the pl
this Packardbés il l s.

- Paul Gadlsl adgdh%e rDel ux e -u8p, /n elefdtiernr
stalling plugs and wires in th
session from Wyandotte, severa
float was faulty. Not having
Bob Fethamd st epped to the pl
problem wasnoét fuel, but i nste
ignition wire and a condenser,
|l i ke a Packar do! Way to go, D

continued?é
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* Kevin & Kel |[oyd 5SMbOORo@srkiim repl ac:
( SURE!'DOARJTheée Kur kowski Packard 1
its own power after breaking do
b o u R2d7 5I. Thanks to ANordstrom To
trail er, only to sit unt i | | at er
could be arranged. That door tr
tributor shaft that wonét turn.
that Kelly and Kevin were expect

Tech Experts Ferrand and Nordst
have varying opiali @athesd omalmodite sa.ut

ful exchange of ideas along with
| agher Packards departed better o
t ol d wePxahcakdar ds on displ ay, and ov

feast and enjoy each otherds comp:
ards on display wer e:

Dave & Maumbmsed5BolExyecuti ve sedan
Keith BensebdyConv.

Denni s & Br emda OMNr dvs tcrtoom i a

Addi ti onal Nordstrom <car s on di s
Chal mer s, Lincoln and Franklin fr
(some standing on end!). There w
Arr ow, along with sever al more rec

This yeards Session also brought
l'y does happen whenSgopdivde THdér ge-
and Jane, Jwhesodeci ding to make 1

ston, even though complications s
carrying windshield wiper parts t
found just what he needed. The pl

alone made the effor3uwsr priwatsh ia2 Havpe
py Birthday shelgbian dHBya®eka fCirty Pa
deed is a great family to belong t

continued.
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-Thanks again to Dennis and Bren

AMCP Saouttheo and all who attended
our beautiful Packards and Gdelgi ci
Petrovich andokede$Sipeddjemake t hi:
you missed it, know that we had r

next year6s Tech Session.

LefDhaave & Maureen Dol
Packard Executive.

Bel dBBw:uce Bl evins spe
d crowd of N
17 Tech Sess




LefBr:i
1925

Oper a
of the-
registered
event é

ch

carburetor repa

Ri gt 649

ard Del uxe

dan owned

Treasurer
LefTthi s pretty
Packard model 4
Hardtop experie
a sudden mechan
breakdown whil e
ing so27Th om |
the way to the
A curbside inve
tion | ed t t he
sion that he d
tor shaft as n
er rotatin

Packard
Coupe
car s

Bozzer

13
was
pre

for
needi

ng
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The Packar d&a

ByYEd Ostrows

ExecufT heelLast New Packard

As Packard strove to address t
t hat they fygead i1®M56al eandaervi si on

came under <consideration. The 19
attempt to mar ket the Clipper as
di stance bet wereinc etdh eCl medieum and t
(Patrician, 400, and Carliibweeda,n)and
January 1956 the Packard name was
As the year progressed, deal er pr
pl emented and progressively incre
stantially below expectations.

James Nance was a realist, and i

ment reached out for any affordab!
t he pri ceexopfentshievel ebaPsatc kar dé model
an opportunity to trade on whatev
still generat e.

When the Contour Styling 19uwWbpl mo
included a cheaper-tvheer s3 05 Ro)fn at dhlet
the Cavali&d). (in The53model was dr
6reintroductiond would have at e€quin
ri or and -extteri@GirvemiPackardobés fir
neither the time nor the money tc
brandd an ex<cosihgmoded MWowdr an a
new parts.

From this, the ExemguitnvApentedod
rent with elimination of the o6don
the Clipper Custom,iavoomodelus i we
(Body CoeAd)e abngdo2ar 2har dt op -ABody TGe

i nteri or trim was identical to th
name and stylized ornament on the
continued.
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The exteriexteasi vv@rehanges. Ol

Clipper 0ship wheiell lbare mibd € md ®lne tt dc
fully patraé¢drel|l (noonower downward ¢
er ), and a OPackardé script on t
script on the front fender. At

ornamentation was r emldaededt rbym teme
And at the mede)] Boerskeei amd vee
6Packard Executived script, repl ar
Aside from tr iimvhhiotlee swa st hied ebnotd yc a |
bodyshel I, with a o6Packardodé model
base

Mechanically, the Executive was
ing -hdhese 7b6er si on of +sphpeed5Mann
ansmi ssion was standard, with o
Option availability parallel:¢
Executive seems to have been

us
tr
al
t he
pal ett e, of fer-tpgethel ool scbemaes
been offered ononalyl, neondda |l Rya c kCd ri di th
create a bit of a ctod noer enxattecrhi oirs
there was no similar interior col
bl ack/ gray interior scheme was us:¢

continued.
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Pri-wiese, the Executive

6split th
Custom and the 400/ Patrici-eamd afimd
the remaining O0Cli-dper 6 Spdane whan
$3465, wHobe hhedRop |listed for $
came in at 1784 wunits for the tou
t oijpa respectable showing given th
four months in a timeframe when t
pacity. By way of comparison, t h

tion of 2129 sedans andmdd“dlb paodo:r
tion period.
The Executive didndédt ob6ésavebdb Pack

new OPaazk@ad@ model introduced by t
its future collectability is assur
watch a television commerci al on t
https:// www. vyoutube.com/ watch?v=Pl

Aboviae Executiveé the | ast new moc

16
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Planto attende 2017 caros ¢Ré

the Packard Proving Ground

Sars ‘R’Stars @ PPGz=

PROVING
GROUNDS§

Whizzer
Motorbike

At Packard
Proving Grounds

+ Class & Club Awards
+ Custom Collectable Trophies
+ Handicap Shuttles Available

+ Hot Dogs & More from
NATIONAL CONEY ISLAND
*General Admission 85 - Under 12 Free

AND ALL TYPES OF COLLECTOR CARS WELCOME

stylish Packards and
tor cars that are sure-to
cell ent swap meet, vintage
mor e this is sure to Dbe
mi ss this suinmmeand s haCreuitsk

17
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Young Couples | ove histor
Arti dcdee Bwrcobsen

Large Packardspaseseegénl kyndhsesud
PPG recently acquired, are popul a
and my l94gadfPaekgaerd Custom Clippert
Kelly <car), Hasr ard® se x cénme vweend. dsi nt ghsa -

to make a statement, an i mpressi ol
-passenger Packard? As the Packar
aware, many young couples want so

but especi amé mo r Bsbotmeett heinrg 6speci a
passenger Packard was recently emj
One of these began with aVhrae @se st

ORosReéPeds, including my Mom, we|]
Will ow Run and other Department o
WWI | . There were approxi mately 4.
ot her necessary materials to supp
most of the original O0Rosi edsd ar
ride in the Packard, but they al s
youngRosi ebds 6, dressed in the fami
mar chi ng behind the par-arda @matrriw
songs. These young women | ove hi:

-passenger Packard as a wedding ve
My P a cakar dvealdli ngsarted when Emil

wrote to me asking for help in fi
wedding car . She didnét know mucl
tur e The car in the photo had a
miliar Obowtiebd insignia on the hi
told her that finding a car just

settle for theA bRasdkS&hadré aogfr etehda t. .e |
and {plssénger became her I i mo, al
Packard drew quite a crowd in the
up to take her to the ceremony.

width of the | oteé even the | ocal

continued.
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Our next stop was the recepti ol
c al aircraft at Wil l ow Run Air
cious, attractive Packard no dc¢
memor abl e one for this enthusi a

The next event was a very spec
Motts Hospital. I n order to pr
details about specific childrer
l ot of fun that daypasa&ngegrtBe
filled with Pokemon ball oons
their faces was priceless! Il g

Anot her event al-pmroosd e ndgeesrt r Pay el

summéeret 6s face ité | ast yéaar w
big Packard beamaeamd etbhe dT rwonup d
ing the summer at various inter
and 6dFbash Suppdves RadlliegsdThe

when then O6Presidenti al Candi d
Hi | | Owe-botrt eand ke dy. -Mblei 16eTd uwma s

On the way back homef960: 6@aP.
graph, a Mercedes S600 sedan pt
pants gesturing and yelling ob
riding in the car with me, | oo
cedes then sped in front of wus

a complete stop in the middle ¢
the big Packard to a stop. Th
an individual popped out and L
Meanwhil esitzbde@i tuups sl owed
to the right of our Packard, p
They turned on their emergency
exited their trucks and began r
driver of the Mercedes took of
Packard took off after them in

continued

19
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Wel | stohrety ogfuéi ckly sped out of
neighbor snapped a picture of t
police report with the Redford

came of It |t was an extrer
stopped in the middle of a fre:¢
ing relativellyampmal landdiwi tthaiu

fl ashers. Th

4t hose pickup
B .saved the day,
FyammmeeS i bl y some |\
ping the -traf
696 thatOmrveni
==t hat welk&ke@ds -

tom Clipper W
Republican Pr
tial Candi dat
W pai gn Noaw i s
s i : “7passenger Pa
Cust om Cl i ppe&Priessitdheen ttiraul yP atchke
Last week we were involved in
ing been gi-d@&y motliyca.-gd woma give d
ding in the Bloomfield Hills,

anyone thought of was finding
groom from the chuwurcsh gthge .tah & er
MCP member saved the day, beca
bride Natasha, and put her in t
Friday, the day of the 7é&v dretg,r et
temper &ather &s.i de and groom both
of thpabsgnger Packard. It hin
ed that bibgutbacmko usgehato&d t hat !

Young coupl esfandv @acNa,r disate dr
rephr asfeortehvaegré ent wi ned i n hist

20



Phot os: Lee Jacobsenods ) Cust o

Bel ow: Children being treated at
opportunity to cli-mbsabaoged Phekb
ard. ..
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Attenti on!
05656 PackarQuad) (dwmdr s

é
1955 & 1956 DUAL CAF

PROJECT
Mot or City Packards is consid
pieces f-oar bhhhreepafad 8 &@nlkesS5&b5i e s
Cari bbeans, both manual and au-
al | parts from the accelerator
Parts wild.l be made to the origi
be made from 300 seri ag Ktiaisnly
first manufacture will be depe
Il ntroductory offer price wild.l
before September 1, 2017. Pri
pires dh Wielplt .delpend on remai ni
that point.
Send reservation and check tc
Ti mberl ine Dr ., Grand Bl anc, M
dress, year and transmission sce
rant the manufacturing of t hes
turned. Checks wil/l not be de
teed.

®H56 Packard Qaraidbkteaamubwdlor | i nka

22



Aut hentic Reproducti on

The perfect compl ement for y
These beauti ful reproduction Pas
from original Packard drawings.
featuring the Packard Crest on
gané fAAsk The Man Who Owns One
the other. Ppliws8. 08 S$SHhOppOnget
in the U.S. onl vy. For I nterna
dering contact Bruce Blevins, ¢
Mi 484 3% i nsb33@aol . com

23
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Jockaro

Mzwm@m
By Bob
|be|ieve t hat mo st of us t hat al

have heard of, or aBapof amostiknacre wi
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Distillation Range Limits
Distillation Distillation Distillation Distillation Residue
Month Temperatures, Temperatures, Temperatures, Temperatures, | Volume

°F,at 10 % °F, at 50% °F, at 90% °F, at End %

Evaporated Evaporated Evaporated Point
January 122. 150.-230. 365. 437. 2%
February 122. 150.-230. 365. 437. 2%
March 131. 150.-235. 365. 437. 2.%
April 158. 150.-250. 374, 437. 2%
May 158. 150.-250. 374. 437. 2%
June 158. 170.-250. 374. 437. 2%
July 158. 170.-250. 374. 437. 2%
August 158. 170.-250. 374. 437. 2%
Sept. 1-15 158. 170.-250. 374. 437. 2%
Sept. 16-30 158. 150.-250. 374. 437. 2%
October 131. 150.-235. 365. 437. 2%
November 131. 150.-235. 365. 437. 2.%
December 122, 150.-230. 365. 437. 2.%

*Transition months > greater than or equal to < less than or equal to
G:\MFQ\MFQ Program Flyers\Gasoline Volatility Information — endpoint.doc Revised 6/26/2015 Page 1
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By Tom McCahill

LTRAMATIC drive, high compression
engines and a complete restyling job
featuring a continental hood line below the
. front fenders is the 1951 Packard story—
and it's a good one, The larger Packards
equipped with Ultramatic now share, along

with the Crosley Hot Shot, the distinction -

of having the highest compression engines
built in America: 7.8 to 1.

These cars are completely different from
the Packards of the last few years which
were tending to look more and more like
every other car on the road. The new

86

lowered hood line, which is the main
e in the looks division, is reminiscent

of the Italian Cisitalia’s. Thanks to it “the
man who owns one” no longer requires a
transfusion of giraffe blood before he can
see his right front fender from the driver’s
seat. The front grille carries out the motif
of the old familiar “Packard radiator”
trade-mark so that a guy who has been
locked in an attic with his Teddy Roosevelt
Bull Moose button since 1912 would know
at a glance that “there goes a Packard.”
Packard, one of the great names in auto-

Mechanix Illustrated
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motive history, hasn’t in recent years en-
joyed the number one spot it once held
as America’s top Glamour Wagon. I for
one am particularly glad to see the com-
pany taking steps to make their cars dis-
tinctive and different once again. For
Packard was first to corner the dream boat
market 35 years ago, when your Uncle
Tom was battling the hefty problems of the
multiplication tables, something he hopes

_ to_conquer shortly.

In 1915 Packard introduced, the world
famous Twin Six models, the first 12-
cylinder cars in America, and they had
everything but “millionaire” printed on the
sides. At that time, a Wall Street tycoon
or oil baron would sooner be caught bare-
footed in the old Waldorf’s Peacock Alley
than'to be seen on the street without his
Twin Six. Packard kept this man of dis-
tinction reputation -for years and in the
mid 1920’s, when gentlemen preferred
blondes to a good cigar, the Packard
Straight Eights were introduced.

Their big, sexy-looking open phaetons of
the late 20s, sporting huge pairs of drum
spot lights and multiple horns, had more
swoon appeal than Frank Sinatra singing
with the glee club at a girls’ boarding
school. These were the jobs that took the
play from the old Stutz Bear Cats and
Mercer roadsters which even then weré
fading into ancient history. Back'in 1928,
in addition to heart throb activities,
Packard held more land, sea and air rec-
ords than any other engines in the world.
Packard was the undisputed king of all
it surveyed in the "20s. .

But then came the depression which did
things to automobile design as well as to
men. For many years now, the name
Packard to me has meant only one thing:
an austere, highly-polished black limou-
sine piloted by an elderly, gray-liveried
chauffeur taking orders through a speaking
tube from an old dowager in a Queen Mary
hat. It's nice to see the old company in
there pitching again with a hot automobile.

Packard’s Ultramatic transmission,
which they introduced a year ago, is still
the big mechanical gimmick. This has had
the initial bugs chased out and on the cars

I tested I noticed a marked difference in

pickup even though I didn’t get a chance
to really test one on my first time at bat
with the Ultramatic last year. Earl Smith,
Chief Experimental Engineer and boss of
the proving grounds was extremely help-
ful and frank about Ultramatic’s growing
pains which now have been cured. For
example, in the original design a flick of
dirt, the size of a gnat’s head, was all that
was needed to foul up the Ultramatic. The
new unit has been filtered, simplified and
made about as foolproof as possible. As
undoubtedly most of you readers know,
Ultramatic is Packard’s version of an auto-
matic transmission with direct drive ard
compression-braking features. As all you
old time readers also know, any automatic
transmission calls for more horsepower and
that’s the explanation for the higher com-
pression. "

Packard has three new straight eight.

models on the line, the 200, 300 and 400.
Ultramatic is optional with the 200 and 300

.

27 Mechani x

-dddtuisnhtuead.e



The Packard

Di

gest

On Packard’s famed proving g d track, fastest
of its kind in the world, Uncle Tom drives the
400, left, at better than 100 mph. actual speed.

and standard on the big 400. The extra
high compression is only used with Ultra-
matic and is 7.8 to 1 in the 300 and 400 and
7.5 in the smaller car.

In going over engineering changes with
William H. Graves, Packard Vice Presi-
dent of Engineering, he bought up a num-
ber of new twists. For example, fuel
consumption has been improved consider-
ably by a ridiculously simple method. The
automatic spark advance has been set
ahead ten per cent in the low 20 to 30 mph
range, where most driving is done, and this
advance flattens out to normal at higher
speeds. The carburetor has been leaned
down to further economy but this has not
effected performance in the least, as you
will see by the tests.

For my tests I selected the Packard 200
and 400, the smallest and largest in the line.
These tests were all made on the famed
Packard track and proving grounds. The
Packard track is the fastest in all the world
today and s s up to 150 miles per hour
are perfectly sdfe provided, of course, you
have a rig capable of going that fast. The
two and one-half mile track is beautifully
banked.

My first test was with the 200. This is
a nicely balanced car, sporting a 122-inch

88
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wheel base and developing, with Ultra-
matic, 138 horsepower. As soon as I had
the car thoroughly warmed up, I made a
speedometer check at 90 miles per hour
and found an error of 5.10 miles an hour.
In other wérds, the car was actually going
8490 when the speedometer read 90.
then ran it up all the way until the speed-
ometer hung on 102 miles an hour in the
straightaway and through the steeply
banked curves. I held this speed for many
laps and I must say I was tremendously
impressed with the way the car felt, even
when I deliberately encouraged road wan-
der on the straights.

I have never driven an American car at
actual speeds above 95 that handled better
and showed less high speed stress. I was
doing in actual speed between 96 and 97,
which is all this car has. The steering was
firm and the car was as confident on the
curves as Charles Boyer. My acceleration
runs proved this 200 plenty fleet footed
if you start at the low end of the drive
range and slam shift into high at about 50.
Zero to 60 in high all the way took 17 sec-
onds flat but zero to 60 starting in low and
shifting to high after 50 miles per hour
averaged 14.2 seconds, which is really peel-
ing the wind. There is no sign of accelera-
tion flattening out until well after 80. Zero
to 70 averaged 19.1 and zero to 80 averaged
244 seconds. Fifty from zero took 10.3,
which shows that in a 30-mile stretch, from
50 all the way through 80, the 200 picks
up at the rate of better than two miles an
hour per second.

This car is big, comfortable, fast and
{uxurious and my personal favorite of the
ine.

My next test was of the 400. The 400 is
the most expensive car in the Packard
camp and boasts, with Ultramatic, 155
horsepower at 3600 rpm with a 7.8 to 1
compression ratio.

As with the 200, I immediately made a
speedometer check and found this one was
4.29 miles an hour on the short side at 90.
1 drove this job many miles around the
high speed rim, until the speedometer
stopped showing any rise at 105 to 106.
Then I made time checks against the track’s
half-mile and one mile markers. These
checks proved that the car actually ex-
ceeded 100 miles an hour. I got readings
of 17.96 and 17.98 seconds for the half-

Mechanix Illustrated
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Other entrants in this year's Packard line are the
medium-priced 300, not shown here, and the lowest
priced 200, right, which starts at $2195 F.O.B.

mile—and 18 seconds for a half is exactly
100 miles per hour. For the mile, I got
readings of 35.94 and 35.93—and 36 seconds
is also exactly 100. This is the second
American stock car I have driven an actual
100 mph this year, the other being the
l?’Ialdillac 61 Sport Coupe (see October 1950

} 5

The 400, like the smaller 200, held the
curves like glue and showed no distress
whatsoever at 100 and no signs of over-
heating, even though this speed was main-
tained for some time. Acceleration times
were also hot and brisk and even faster
than the 200’s. Zero to 60 averaged 13.4
seconds, using Low and Drive. I rode the
low range up to about 55 before shifting
into high. Now, as you know, 13.4 puts the
big Packard right up with the best whiz-
kids on the roads. Zero to 60, using Drive
all the way, took 16.8 seconds. Actually,
the acceleration, though faster than that of
the 200, flattens out quicker at higher
speeds. Zero to 80 took 24.4, the same as
the 200. All other times up to 80 were
considerably faster.

After making my test runs, I headed for
the 39 per cent grade hill climb, a real pip.
In both Packards I stopped halfway up,
put on the brake and then started off again
just as easily as though the road was per-
fectly flat. I tried gravel and dust roads
and man-made rough stretches. The com-
fort of these big Packards is pretty hard
to top. I rode in the back seat and felt like
a Dowager Duchess on the way to the
King's Grouse Shoot. Body interiors are
superb. The leg room in the rear is ample,
as it is in the front. Another feature that
will undoubtedly catch the fancy of every-
body who ever cracked his sconce on a low
car roof, is the extreme interior head room.
Though these new Packards are the lowest
from ground to roof in Packard history
(62% inches), your ears will be perfectly
safe while wearing a top hat for occasions
of state, political gatherings or a mobster’s
funeral.

In summing up, Packard is back and
cooking on three front burners. These are
good automobiles, big, fast and capable.
I'm glad to say they also have a touch of
that old glamour that the big, open Eights
had in the twenties, when I was in college
owning a fifty-dollar crate and dreaming
that someday I'd have a Packard. ®
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SPECIFICATIONS

MODEL TESTED:
1951 Packard, Model 200, two-door sedan

ENGINE:
8 cylinder, L-head; bore 32 inches, stroke 3%

inches; displacement, 288 cubic inches; brake
horsepower 138 @ 3600 rpm; compression ratio
75t0 |

DIMENSIONS:

Wheelbase 122 inches; overall length 209% inches;
width 78 inches; height 62!/, inches; weight 3650
pounds; standard tire size 7.60x15; gas tank 20 gals.

PERFORMANCE:

0 to 30 mph, 5.| seconds

0 to 50 mph, 10.3 seconds

0 to 60 mph, 14.2 seconds

0 to 70 mph, 19.1 seconds

0 to 80 mph, 24.4 seconds

Half-mile from standing start, 32.8 seconds
Top speed, 96-97 mph

SPEEDOMETER ERROR:
At 90 mph on speedometer, actual speed 84.90 mph

SPECIFICATIONS

MODEL TESTED:
195F Packard, Model 400, four-door sedan

ENGINE:

8 cylinder, L-head; bore 3!/; inches, stroke 4!/
inches; displacement, 327 cubic inches; brake
;lfarupowor IS5 @ 3600 rpm; compression ratio
Btol

DIMENSIONS:

Wheelbase 127 inches; overall length 2173 inches;
width 78 inches; height 62/, inches; weight 4200
pounds; standard tire size a&ms; gas tank 20 gals.

PERFORMANCE:

0 to 30 mph, 4.8 seconds

0 to 50 mph, 9.9 seconds

0 to 60 mph, 13.4 seconds

0 to 70 mph, 18.2 seconds ’

0 to 80 mph, 24.4 seconds . A
Half-mile from standing start, 32.4 seconds
Top speed, 100 mph

SPEEDOMETER nnon:'
At 90 mph on speedometer, actual speed 85.71 mph
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